THE VERB’S THE THING!
(effective verbs to introduce quotes and comment on evidence)

acknowledges

adds




admits


advises

advocates

agrees

argues

asserts

believes

cautions

claims

comments

compares
complains

complicates

confirms

contends

contradicts

conveys

corroborates

creates

declares

demands

denies


depicts

deplores

discloses

discusses

disputes

divulges

encourages

emphasizes

endorses

establishes

exhorts

explains

exposes

grants

illustrates

imparts

implies

implore

indicates

inform

insinuates

insists


maintains

notes

observes

perceives

persuades

petitions

pleads

portrays

praises

produces

pursues

qualifies

questions

reasons

recommends

reaffirms

refuses

refutes

rejects

relates

renounces

reports

repudiates

responds

reveals

states

suggests

supports

thinks

underscores

urges

verifies

voices

warns

writes

EFFECTIVE VERBS USED TO INTRODUCE OR COMMENT ON QUOTES:
King emphasizes that he wants people to “be judged by the content of their character” rather than their race or skin color.  
The town’s collusion in Miss Emily’s behavior assures that the woman who “ha[s] no taxes in Jefferson” gets away with murder.

 Taylor voices her anticipation and reveals her positive outlook on the future when she declares, “The three of us had no idea where we were headed, or why, but the air had sparks in it. I felt as though I had a blind date with destiny, and someone had heard a rumor that destiny looked like Christopher Reeve” (Kingsolver 216). 

SAY IT BETTER!

(synonyms for five overused verbs)
KNOW
Appreciate
Comprehend

Discern

Distinguish 
Experience

Grasp

Identify

Perceive

Realize

Recognize

Understand

SAY
Affirm

Alert

Announce

Answer

Articulate

Assert

Comment

Convey 

Declare

Exclaim

Explain

Implore

Instruct

Persuade

Proclaim

Promote

Pronounce
Reply

Respond

Reveal

State

Utter

SHOW 
Attest

Confirm

Convey

Corroborate

Depict

Demonstrate

Direct

Employ

Epitomize

Establish

Exemplify

Explain

Illustrate

Justify

Portray

Prove

Substantiate

Verify

TELL 

Advise

Command

Convey

Declare

Demand

Differentiate

Disclose

Distinguish

Divulge

Enlighten

Expose

Identify

Impart

Inform

Instruct

Narrate

Notify

Order

Recount

Relate

Report

Request

Reveal

THINK

Allow

Approve

Assume

Believe

Consider

Contemplate

Deduce

Deem

Deliberate

Discover

Grasp

Imagine

Judge

Meditate

Ponder

Realize
Reflect

Ruminate

Sense

Suppose

Uncover

